Glossop,  February  5th , 1895. 

Hhe  plural*  district  ^oitncif  of  ^fossop=cpafe. 

Gentlemen, 

I now  submit  to  your  notice  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  District  for  the 
year  ending  December  1894. 


The  Population  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  to  June,  1894,  was  about  4526.  The 
Births  numbered  98,  viz.,  52  boys  and  46  girls,  and  the  birth-rate  21'65  per  1000  against  24  in 
1898.  The  Deaths  were  78,  and  death-rate  16-1  per  1000,  and  in  1898  the  numbers  were  95,  and 
death-rate  21-2. 


District. 


The  deaths  from  contagious  diseases  in  1894  were 

Measles  8 

Scarlatina  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough 5 

Typhoid  Fever 1 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 


Deaths  in  1894... 78 


per  1000,  whilst  there 

were  7 

per 

were  : 

And  in 

1893  : 

...  5 

10 

0 

0 

s 

..1 

do. 

11 

. 5 

do. 

13 

10 

do. 

29 

...3 

do. 

2 

.44 

do. 

32 

73 

Deaths  in 

1893.... 

..95 

In  the  above  table  the  attention  will  be  arrested  by  the  numbers  of  deaths  from  Contagious 
Diseases  taken  in  the  aggregate. 


The  question  may  arise  why  so  many  die  from  Phthisis  or  Consumption.  This  disease 
is  either  (1)  acquired,  or  (2)  inherited,  and  as  it  is  known  that  Influenza  is  the  means  of  reducing 
the  vital  powers  of  the  system,  it  is  highly  essential  that  every  attention  should  be  given  to  promote 
the  strength  of  those  who  may  have  the  Influenza,  and  few  there  are  who  now-a-days  escape  it 
in  some  form  or  other.  It  is  often  found  to  precede  consumption,  whether  acquired,  or  inherited 
from  one  of  the  parents.  Thus  it  is  in  like  manner  a disease  which  from  its  depressing  character 
on  the  vital  powers,  the  diseases  peculiar  to  our  forefathers  show  themselves  in  our  bodies  when 
by  neglect  or  inability  they  do-  not  obtain  what  is  needed  in  the  shape  of  rest  and  good  food. 


We  observe  10  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Lung  Inflammation  in  1894,  and  29  from  the 
same  causes  in  1893.  Although  the  chief  number  of  deaths  arise  from  variable  causes,  still  the 
greater  number  of  these  are  from  Tubercular  Diseases,  and  Acute  Lung  Diseases,  otherwise  we  might 
be  able  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  a low  death-rate.  Yet  the  death-rate  for  this  year  may  be 
considered  low. 
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I have  myself  visited  the  various  parts  of  the  district  20  times  to  see  to  its  Sanitary 
condition.  The  late  Board  of  Guardians  having  adopted  a Sewage  Scheme  which  is  ready  to  be 
carried  out,  as  well  as  a General  Sewage  Scheme  for  Marple  Bridge  and  Compstall  Bridge,  other 
matters  have  been  held  in  abeyance,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

There  have  been  6 cases  of  Diphtheria  at  Compstall  Road,  but  no  deaths.  On  enquiring 
I found  the  Milk  was  obtained  from  two  farms  outside  this  district  on  the  Cheshire  side. 

Under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  myself  and  Inspector  visited  12 
houses  and  found  the  measurements  necessary  for  their  proper  Sanitary  condition  were  too  small. 
Four  Cottages  have  undergone  repair  and  beeu  whitewashed.  Four  of  the  cellar  dwellings  have 
had  the  numbers  of  their  occupants  reduced,  and  in  one  instance,  two  of  the  rooms  of  one 
house  have  to  undergo  changes,  viz.,  to  be  joined  to  those  in  next  cottage. 

I understand  Lord  Howard  will  make  improvements  at  Low  Hey  Farm,  and  either  an 
entirely  new  Farm-stead  or  to  make  use  of  one  now  in  existence  near  to,  viz.,  at  the  Stirrup 
Benches.  I am  informed  Lord  Howard  is  about  to  take  down  the  old  Farm  House  and  Shippons 
at  Higher  Gamesley,  \ occupied  by  the  late  James  Harrison)  and  build  new  ones  on  the  most 
approved  principles  so  as  to  be  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  cattle  and  those  who  have  to  drink 
their  milk.  I refer  this  matter  to  your  notice,  when  the  plans  are  submitted,  so  as  not  to  overlook 
what  is  required  in  a large  Farm-stead,  to  have  the  Dairy  well  removed  from  the  dwelling  part  of 
the  Farm  by  a passage  well  ventilated  at  the  top,  so  as  to  prevent  any  disease  germs  being  conveyed 
from  the  living  place  to  the  Dairy  in  case  of  any  fever  or  other  contagious  diseases  existing  in  the 
house  at  any  time.  It  is  desirable  that  the  Shippons  of  the  new  farm  should  be  well  ventilated 
and  lighted  by  means  of  Windows  as  no  one  can  estimate  the  care  that  should  be  bestowed  on  Cattle 
to  promote  their  health.  The  essentials  necessary  are  warm,  well  constructed,  lofty  Shippons,  with 
plenty  of  air  by  means  of  a good  system  of  ventilation  ; so  as  to  avoid  cold  draughts  of  air.  The 
Shippons  should  be  well  lighted,  for  light  is  conducive  to  the  health  of  cattle.  Once  more,  let  me 
add,  a good  water  supply  with  good  hay  and  corn  is  chiefly  necessary.  Unless  these  provisions  exist, 
the  life  of  cattle  cannot  fulfil  what  is  required  of  them,  viz.,  to  yield  good  milk  as  a means  to 
nourish  the  young  and  growing,  or  those  in  delicate  health  to  be  restored  to  new  life.  If  other- 
wise, the  milk  and  meat  on  which  we  depend  may,  and  no  doubt  often  is,  a means  of  imparting 
that  dreadful  disease,  Consumption,  to  us. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  sincerely, 

JAMES  RHODES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Rural  Sanitary  District. 


.. 


January  28th , 1895. 


GLOSSOP, 


TO  THE 

MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,  AND  TOWN  COUNCIL  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  GLOSSOP.— 

URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


G-entlemen, 

I now  present  yon  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  of  Glossop, 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1894. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  of  Glossop  given  at  the  low  estimated  increase  of  1 per  cent, 
up  to  June  was  23,093,  viz : 

All  Saints’  Ward,  ...  ...  ...  7,543. 

St.  James’s  Ward,  ...  ...  ...  8,299. 

Hadfield  Ward,  ...  ...  ...  7,251. 

23,093. 

The  increase  of  population  in  Hadfield  Ward  will  be  greater  than  is  here  indicated  when  we  consider 
the  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  last  three  years. 

The  births  during  the  year  were  617,  viz  : 311  boys,  and  306  girls,  being  an  increase  of  23. 
The  birth  rate  is  26*7  per  1000  for  1894. 


The  Deaths 

in  1894 

were 

431, 

and  the  death 

rate,  18*7 

Ditto 

1893 

486, 

ditto 

21*2 

Ditto 

1892 

439, 

ditto 

19*2 

Ditto 

1891 

532, 

ditto 

23*7 

The  Deaths  in 

All  Saints’ 

Ward  were 

153, 

death  rate 

20*2 

Ditto 

St.  James’s 

ditto 

133, 

ditto 

16 

Ditto 

Hadfield 

ditto 

145, 

ditto 

20 

Total 

431 

ditto 

18*7 

There  were  6 deaths  in  the  Wood’s  Hospital  ; 1 in  Gamesley  Fever  Hospital  ; and  20  in 
the  Workhouse,  also  24  from,  injuries  requiring  Coroner’s  Inquests. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  Deaths  at  the  six  periods  of  life,  arranged  from 
Infancy,  under  1 year  to  60,  and  upwards  : 


All 

Saints’ 

Ward. 

St.  James’s 

Ward. 

Hadfield 

Ward. 

Under  1 Year 

• • * 34^ 

or 

7-88 

per  cent. 

— 33, 

or  7- 65  per  cent  — 

33, 

or 

7-65, 

total 

100 

1 Year  and  under  5, 

...  23, 

or 

5-33 

ditto 

- 19, 

or  4-4 

ditto  — 

23, 

or 

5-33, 

ditto 

65 

5 to  15  years 

...  3, 

or 

•7 

ditto 

— 5, 

or  1T3 

ditto  — 

9, 

or 

2-1. 

ditto 

17 

15  to  25  ditto 

...  8, 

or 

1-83 

ditto 

— 5, 

or  1T4 

ditto  — 

10, 

or 

2-32, 

ditto 

23 

25  to  60  ditto 

...  36, 

or 

8*35 

ditto 

- 37, 

or  8-58 

ditto  — 

36, 

or 

8-35, 

ditto 

109 

60  Years  and  upwards 

...  49, 

or 

11-37 

ditto 

- 34, 

or  7-8 

ditto  — 

34, 

or 

7-8, 

ditto 

117 

153, 

or 

35-46 

ditto 

— 133, 

or  30-7 

ditto  — 

125, 

or 

33-55, 

ditto 

431 

The  high  Infant  Mortality  is  the  same  in  all  the  Wards,  and  is  not  attributable  to  any  high 
mortality  from  Contagious  Diseases.  There  were  7 from  Diphtheria,  12  from  Croup  (not  Spasmodic), 
9 from  Whooping  Cough,  5 from  Diarrhoea,  3 from  Tubercular  Disease,  33  from  Acute  Lung  Disease, 
as  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  10  from  Injuries,  and  89  from  all  other  Diseases. 

Diphtheria  points  to  the  Health  of  Cattle,  their  undue  exposure  in  the  fields  during  Wet 
Weather,  impure  Water,  and  want  of  proper  amount  of  Ventilation  in  the  Shippon.  Croup  and 
Whooping  Cough  may  be  contracted  at  School,  especially  as  some  cases  of  Membraneous  Croup  are 
much  allied  to  Diphtheria,  it  would  be  an  act  of  kindness  to  children  if  School  Masters  could 
enquire  into  cases  of  suspicious  Sore  Throats,  (as  a many  of  these  may  be  mild  forms  of  Diphtheria, 
or  even  Scarlet  Fever,)  and  thus  be  a means  of  checking  these  diseases  at  the  outset  of  an  epidemic. 
In  this  incipient  stage,  a little  caution  would  be  attended  with  good  results  as  a preventive 
measure.  The  number  of  Deaths  from  Acute  Lung  Diseases,  show  the  mischief  that  results  from 
improper  exposure  of  children  in  a variety  of  ways,  which,  although  desirable  to  prevent,  cannot  be 
avoided  where  they  are  taken  from  a warm  bed  to  be  nursed  out  during  the  day.  The  Diarrhoea 
of  Children  is  often  due  to  improper  Feeding,  having  food  made  in  a morning  to  last  them  during 
the  day. 

Under  the  head,  “ All  other  Diseases,”  there  are  89  amongst  children  under  5 years,  or  206 
per  cent,  of  the  total.  Of  this  number,  about  50  will  be  under  1 year  old. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  Deaths  monthly  for  1894  : 


Wards. 

Jan.  Feb. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

All  Saints’ 

24  16 

9 — 

17 

20 

11  — 

6 

6 

7 — 

11 

13 

13 

St.  James’s 

11  21 

19  — 

12 

9 

10  — 

8 

8 

6 — 

8 

10 

11 

Hadfield  

24  5 

14  — 

9 

10 

14  — 

8 

11 

10  — 

6 

17 

17 

59  42 

42  — 

38 

39 

35  — 

22 

25 

23  — 

25 

40 

41 

There  was  a good  supply  of  Water  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn,  and  there  was  not 

the  high  mortality  of  the  year  1893,  which,  to  some  extent,  might  be  owing  to  the  drought  of  that 

year.  I consider  the  Reservoir  at  the  top  of  Marlow  Brow  receives  Surface  Water  from  Land 
which  has  Manure  and  Nightsoil  spread  upon  it,  and  in  Summer  time,  when  the  amount  of  Water 
is  limited,  the  Water  is  unfit  to  use  for  Drinking  Purposes. 

The  high  rate  of  mortality  from  Phthisis,  as  seen  below,  is  in  a great  measure  owing  to 

our  damp  climate,  and ' the  want  of  care  shown  by  a many  in  unnecessary  exposure,  as  most  colds 


contracted  have  characters  impressed  on  those,  who  are  not  careful  to  avoid 

them,  similar 

to  Influenza 

and  it  often 

seems  to 

preceed  Phthisis,  and  will  act  as  a provoking  cause 

for 

this  disease. 

The 

proportion 

of  Deaths  under  the  chief  heads  are  tabulated  below  : 

Excluding  the 

6 cases  of  Diarrhoea,  and  3 from  Rheumatic  Fever, 

we 

have 

34 

deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  ----- 

or  7*9  per  cent. 

34 

Ditto 

Phthisis  ------ 

or  7-9 

do. 

89 

Ditto 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy 

or  20  6 

do. 

32 

Ditto 

Heart  diseases  - 

or  7-4 

do. 

24 

Ditto 

Injuries  ------ 

or  5*5 

do. 

218 

Ditto 

All  other  diseases  (including  one  ceretbro-spinal 

fever,  and  the  9 cases  given  above) 

or  506 

do. 

100 

The  number  of  notifications  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  1889,  were  210  during  the 
year  ; 180  of  these  have  been  visited  personally  by  myself,  and  the  remainder  by  the  Inspector  ; 
disinfectants  have  been  provided  unless  the  people  had  a supply.  The  drains  and  traps  of  the  houses 
examined,  with  the  result  that  more  than  one  half  of  these  were  faulty,  and  the  drains  required 
opening  and  clearing  out.  A considerable  number  of  the  drains  were  found  constructed  of  rubble 
stone.  Some  of  the  Agents,  who  made  a pretence  of  doing  the  work,  put  in  a few  pipes  and  trap, 
until  pointed  out  that  the  drain  was  still  defective. 

The  property  of  Mr.  H.  Buckley,  Bankbottom,  has  undergone  thorough  repair.  Drains 
(rubble)  passing  under  one  of  the  houses  taken  up,  and  a good  drain,  for  the  service  of  about  20 
Houses,  made  for  the  house  drainage,  and  traps  for  all  disconnected.  There  has  also  been  a better 
supply  of  closet  accommodation  provided.  The  “Prince  of  Wales”  beerhouse  has  been  thoroughly 
drained  in  the  cellars,  and  the  drains  at  the  back  carried  into  the  Main  in  the  Street.  The  Main 
in  the  Street  has  been  extended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  neighbourhood  over  50  yards. 
The  “ Mason’s  Arms  ” beerhouse,  in  Station  Road,  has  been  well-drained,  with  the  two  contiguous 
houses.  Water  has  been  ordered  to  be  supplied  to  the  five  cottages  adjoining.  The  drainage  of  six 


shops  in  Station  Road,  lately  belonging  to  a Joiner  and  Builder,  was  in  a bad  state,  and  required 
taking  np  and  re-laying  with  good  pipes  and  traps.  Six  other  cottages  have  been  repaired  where 
the  siopstones  were  in  direct  communication  with  the  drains.  This  led  to  Puerperal  Fever  in  three 
instances.  The  drainage  of  Kershaw  Street,  (250  yards  in  length,)  has  been  thoroughly  supplied 
with  a Main,  so  that  the  cottages  on  each  side  may  have  their  drainage  turned  into  it,  and  I would 
impress  upon  this  Authority  the  necessity  of  enforcing  the  whole  of  the  property  to  have  dram 
connection  provided  at  once,  partly  because  of  its  immediate  necessity,  and  that  the  labour  of  such 
work  will  be  soon  carried  out,  before  the  Street  is  finished,  i.e.,  filled  up,  paved,  channelled,  and 
footpaths  made,  and  much  expense  thereby  saved.  The  shop  and  houses  at  top  of  Charles  Street, 

and  a few  in  Norfolk  Street,  have  been  re-drained. 


The  drains  of  new  houses  have  required  to  undergo  new  construction  in  Gladstone  Street. 
Property  in  Whitfield  Cross  and  Hague  Street  has  also  required  to  be  drained  into  the  Main.  One 
lot  has  been  considerably  improved  at  the  “ Bee  Hive”  Inn.  Cottages  in  Chunal  Lane  have  been 
re-constructed,  the  drains  re-laid  with  Sanitary  pipes.  The  drains  of  nine  houses  in  Oak  Street  and 
Surrey  Street,  constructed  on  the  old  rubble  system,  were  taken  up  and  found  to  be  full  of  sedi- 
ment ; these  have  been  re-laid  with  Sanitary  pipes  and  trapped.  The  above  work  has  been  done  by 
men  under  the  Inspector’s  directions  and  my  instructions.  The  Borough  has  been  well  examined 
twice  during  the  year,  as  well  as  on  the  occasions  stated,  when  required  specially  to  visit  the  cases 
under  the  Notification  of  Diseases’  Prevention  Act. 

It  is  scarcely  needful  to  refer  to  the  Sewage  System  that  has  been  engaging  so  much  of 
your  time  and  attention  during  the  past  year,  and  which  it  is  your  intention  to  have  constructed 

when  Spring  arrives. 


There  has  been  work  done,  connected  with  the  Inspector’s  duties,  which  are  given  on  a 
Report  specially  supplied  to  you,  and  I may  say  that  he  has  been  more  attentive  to  what  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  do  since  the  freer  hand  has  been  granted  him,  and  he  has  realised  and  carried 
out  what  has  been  required  of  him  to  do  by  the  Medical  Officer. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  RHODES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 


* Urban  Authority. 


